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BLUE Revision - 1-19-19 1.*

FADE | N:
| NT. OFFI CES FOR SOUTHERN SUNSET MAGAZI NE - MORNI NG
VIC (25) at desk throwing office supplies in box. |.E

stapl er, nouse pad, pencil cup, etc. He is follomed'by CELESTE

(40's) who is frantic.

CELESTE
(on phone)
Sunny, there's no way we can go for
your |icense today...
(to Vic)
Vic, wait just one second. Lets
tal k about this.

VI C
There's nothing else to tal k about.

CELESTE
(on phone)
| told you you're not getting your
Iicense until you pay for those three
mai | boxes. . .

Vi c continues cl eaning desk. Celeste puts her hand on his
shoul der.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
(to Vic)
How about if | double your salary
and you stay until the end of the
week, so we can get this issue out.

Vi ¢ approaches the front door with the box of office supplies.

Cel este covers the phone and addresses Vic.

VI C
| don't need another tank of gas.
Besides | found a place where they
recogni ze ny true talent.

MEL TENNANT (50's) wal ks over to Celeste and Vic from desk
set up for photo shoots. It has a basket filled with flowers
and ot her trinkets.

MEL
Oh, you nean the talent of NOT giving
a two weeks notice?

CELESTE

(on phone)
Listen |'ve got to go.

( CONTI NUED)
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BLUE Revision - 1-19-19 1A.

CONTI NUED:
Cel este turns off the phone.

VI C
(to Mel)
And mi ss out on the opportunity to
wite for Country Conforts Magazi ne?
| don't think so!

Vic turns to |l eave and wal ks into AQivia who enters through

ic
t he door al nost knocking Vic over. Her coffee spills down
the front of his shirt.

( CONTI NUED)
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BLUE Revision - 1-19-19
CONTI NUED: (2)

QLI VIA
Ch, dear... |'msorry.
VEL
(to Aivia)

Don't be. Matter of fact let ne top
of f your coffee.

(1 ooking at Vic)
So you can do it again.

Vi ¢ pushes past her.

VI C
Good ri ddance.

He exits as Celeste places a hand on Aivia' s shoul der.

CELESTE
Aivia, perfect timng!
(to Mel)
Qur new witer has arrived.

QLI VI A
"' myour new editor.
(re: Vic)
Wasn't that your witer?

CELESTE
We're making a little paradigmshift
where we are encouraging our faithful
enpl oyees to express thensel ves
t hrough writing.

QLI VIA
Fai t hful enpl oyees?
CELESTE
Qur witer just quit. You' ve
faithfully worked here for... One
m nut e.
VEL
Tag you're it.
CELESTE
You can wite?
QLI VIA
Creatively?
CELESTE
Geat, I'll get your assignnents.

( CONTI NUED)
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BLUE Revision - 1-19-19
CONTI NUED: (3)
QLI VI A

(worri ed)
Assi gnnments plural.

( CONTI NUED)
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VWH TE Revision - 7-26-16 3.
CONTI NUED: (4)

CELESTE
(prof essional)
W try to keep articles between 1200
and 2000 words.

( perky)
And we need those by the end of the
day... So you can edit themtonorrow.

Cel est e extends a hand.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
Did | say... Wlconme to Southern
Sunset Magazi ne, your place to find
fun, food and fl owers.

OLI VI A I N SHOCK
Hesitantly shakes Cel este's hand.
CUT TO

I NT. CLIVIA S DESK - DAY

Adivia types away on her | aptop stops and deletes it. Then
does it again. Celeste stops by and sits on the edge of her
desk.

CELESTE
(smling a bit too
br oadl y)
Qivia, so... It's so good to have
you here.

Celeste tries to see what's on the conputer screen then
conti nues.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
| realize that today has been a bit
unconventional. And | wanted to
t hank you for junmping right in
there... How s the article com ng?

QLI VI A
Yeah, well [|'ve finished the
first...sentence.

CELESTE
Let ne see.

She turns divia's laptop to face her.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
(readi ng)
"Most wonen like flowers.™

aLl VI A
That's sort of as far as |'ve
gotten... Ms. Frank..

CELESTE
M's. Frank.
QLI VIA
Ms. Frank, ny expertise is technical
witing and editing... not
(She | ooks at a paper
and reads)
"Peoni es, the Summer Staple Your
Gar den Needs"
CELESTE
(a pep tal k)
Ms. Smith, you're doing great...a
...real natural. 1'll check back on
you | ater.

Celeste's face clouds with concern as she heads to her office.
Mel watches Celeste then follows her into her office.
She sits at her desk.

VEL
Everyt hi ng okay?

CELESTE
"Everything" is falling apart, Mel.

VEL
Agai n?

She reaches into a box and pulls out a honey bun and begi ns
to unwap it.

MEL ( CONT' D)
Qoh, so this is "honey bun" bad?

She sets the honey bun down. She begins trying to be positive
but gradually falls back into despair.

CELESTE
Honey, we may not have any buns if
we don't figure this out.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
W have to get four nore articles
ready for print in two days and our
only real witer just wal ked out the
door. Mel, | don't know what to do?

He picks up the honey bun and puts it in her nouth.

VEL
Chew sl ow y.
Beat .
CELESTE
(patroni zi ng)
Thanks.
Mel gets an idea.
VEL

What about getting Jon to hel p?
CELESTE
h. M. GCosh, you're right. He's
back fromnmeeting with his editor.
She picks up her cell phone, dials and waits.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)

(to Mel)
Rem nd later to tell you you're a
geni us.

Mel smles and | eaves the office as Cel este picks up her
phone.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
Jon...how s it going? Do you think
you could cone down here for a little

chat?... You're the best brother in
| aw ever... Oh and could you pick up
a few pizzas on the way. |'IlIl call

in the order to Chang Li.

She | eans back in her chair crosses her fingers with one
hand and takes a bite of honey bun with the other.

CUT TO
EXT. OFFICES FOR ------ MAGAZI NE - DAY

JON (late 20's) wal ks down the sidewal k toward the front
door carrying three pizza boxes and talking on a cell phone.

( CONTI NUED)



VWH TE Revision - 7-26-16 6.
CONTI NUED:

JON
"1l have the chapter revised by the
end of the week. Rhonda - don't
worry. | always hit my deadl i nes.

He stops at the door.

JON ( CONT' D)
One nmore thing. [I'mstill not
convinced that now is the best tine
to let the world know that |'m
Nat hani el Enbers... Do you think
it's been | ong enough?

Rhonda on ot her end of phone nunbl es.

JON (CONT' D)
O course | trust you. | nean |
woul dn't even be Nat haniel Enbers if
it wasn't for you. |1'll do whatever

you think is best.
Rhonda on ot her end of phone nunbl es.

JON (CONT' D)
Gotta go... We'Ill talk tonorrow

He pushes the door open.
CUT TO
| NT. OFFI CES FOR SOUTHERN SUNSET MAGAZI NE - DAY
Jon cones through the door and gl ances over at divia who
has her head in her hands. He |ooks her over with admration
and gets a sideways grin.
Mel sees himand waves.
MEL
(Re: Cel este)
Jon, She's waiting for you.
Mel notions to Celeste's office. Jon crosses to Mel.
JON
(quietly re: divia)
Who' s she?

VEL
New edi t or.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
JON
Nane?
VEL
aivia.
JON

(He nods at the pizza's)
"1l be right back

Jon enters Celeste's office wwth pizza in hand. She types
at a conputer. Looks up as he enters.

Cel este eats anot her honey bun. She sees Jon.

CELESTE
Set those down here. | need to swtch
to something savory. |I'mas jittery
as a June bug.
JON
VWhatever it is nust be pretty bad.
CELESTE
Why what ever woul d make you t hink

t hat ?
Counts honey bun w appers.

JON
Three honey buns and doubl e anchovi es?
What's wrong?

CELESTE
(mel odramati c)
Only everything. W have a deadline
in two days. M only witer just
wal ked out on us and Ms. Chiapetti
just got a new mail box... she's going
to hate ne.

JON
Ms. Chiapetti doesn't hate anybody.
CELESTE
She will if I let Sunny get a drivers
license.
JON

Vic leaving is a bad thing? Wo
el se would have hired him W ki pedi a?

( CONTI NUED)



VWH TE Revision - 7-26-16 8.
CONTI NUED: (2)

CELESTE

Good witer or not | still have need
to get four articles hanmmered out,
edited by Ms. Smth and given to Ml
for layout before the end of the
week. . .

(baiting him
| just don't know what |'m going to
do. Do you have any ideas?

KNOCK

Adivia peeks her head around the corner. Jon can't take his
eyes off of her. divia glances his direction briefly then
turns her focus on Cel este.

QLI VIA
Could I get your opinion on this
first paragraph?

She hands a paper to Celeste who reads in silence. Her face
going frominterest to confusion to horror.

CELESTE
It's getting there.
QLI VI A
(doubt ful)
Real | y?
CELESTE

Keep working on it.
Aivia sighs and | eaves. Celeste hands Jon the paper.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
We're in big trouble.

He reads then |l aughs then | ooks up questioningly. Celeste
defends her choice in divia.

CELESTE ( CONT' D)
She is a truly brilliant editor, but
her witing?

JON
This is bad. You're right, | don't
know what you're going to do. I'll
go get sone nore honey buns.

Pretends to | eave.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (3)

CELESTE
(calls after him
Jon.
JON
(dramati c sarcasn)
Tell you what | can do... "The Love
in our Tears" is alnost out... They

want nme to do a book tour but not
for a few nonths. And honestly,
after witing four Nathaniel Enbers
novels I'd enjoy witing sonething
different.

CELESTE
Jon, Thank you. | owe you one.

JON
Put nme in that desk across from hers
and we'll call it even.

CELESTE
Jon, she is barely 21, | think that's
alittle young for you.

JON
| seemto renenber soneone el se who
robbed the cradle.

CELESTE
Vell you know the phrase, "do as |
say not as | do."

JON
Wor ked out okay for you.

CELESTE
Heh, you'd be sitting there anyway...
When can you start?
CUT TGO
| NT. OFFI CES FOR SOUTHERN SUNSET MAGAZI NE - DAY
Jon's fingers fly over the keys. He hits enter and stretches.

JON
Check your i nbox.

QLI VI A
That was f ast.

She opens the file and starts to read.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
Mel comes over to Jon's desk

MEL
Jon, how woul d you visually represent
an Asian kale salad with crai sins.

JON
What's the story?

VEL
It's just a recipe.

JON
Everything has a story.

VEL
Fine, what's the story?

JON
| see a Geisha. She awaits the return
of her Samurai | over..

Jon cl oses his eyes and starts to swivel his chair lost in
t hought .

VEL
Square pl ate, bonsai tree, banboo
cutting board...

Mel saunters back to his station

JON
.. his favorite culinary offering
i s her decedent but refreshing Asian
Kal e sal ad.

Jon opens his eyes. Searches for Mel. Sees himat his work
station.

JON (CONT' D)
(to Mel)
Hey Mel, has the article for that
reci pe already been witten?
Jon starts typing out another article.

Aivia Picks up a paper, turns her chair and stretches out
her | egs as she reads.

Jon slides his chair over and | eans down to tie his shoe to
get a better view of her |egs.

She | ooks fromthe paper to Jon.

( CONTI NUED)



VWH TE Revision - 7-26-16
CONTI NUED: (2)
He averts his eyes to neet hers and sm | es.

JON ( CONT' D)
Dang shoes are always com ng unti ed.

Aivia sighs.

QLI VI A
M. Frank, this is alifestyle
magazi ne not a snutty paperback novel .

JON
Smutty?

QLI VIA

(reading in a

condescendi ng manner)
"The sweat on his biceps glistened
in the noonday sun as he clinbed the
stairs to their deck and arranged
t he peonies in a handnmade basket so
they would be the first thing Felicity
saw when she arrived hone?"

JON
(sincerely)
Does it not reflect the depth of his
| ove for Felicity?

Aivia gives Jon a sarcastic smle

QLI VI A
"' m ki nd of stuck on the sweaty
bi ceps?

JON

But bi ceps sweat when it's hot.
He picks up on her disapproval.

JON ( CONT' D)

(playful)
Besi des wonen |i ke readi ng about
t hought ful sweaty nen.

She chuckl es and shakes her head.
LI VIA
And what coul d you possibly know

about witing for wonen? O anyone
for that matter.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)

Jon rolls

JON
Excuse ne?
QLI VI A
| | ooked you up, | know about your

book. The critics said, "Frank's
harsh outl ook and bitterness towards
wonen alienates his readers". |
just don't want that to happen here.

his eyes but doesn't correct her.

JON

(sincerely validating

her)
That was a long tinme ago. M. divia
Smth, you're an editor. An award
w nning editor. You should know
that you can never judge a book by
its cover.

He rises fromhis desk

JON (CONT' D)
See you tonorrow.

He exits as she watches with interest.

THE END
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